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Introduction 

 Establish Facts and Problems 

 Provide Previous and Current 
Research 

 Locate a Gap to Solve the 
problems 

 Describe the Present work 





Mind Map 



Mind Map 



Corpus and Computational 
Linguistics Research 

 

 Antconc (a freeware, multiplatform tool for 
carrying out corpus linguistics research and 
data‐driven learning.) 
(http://www.antlab.sci.waseda.ac.jp/softwar
e.html) 

 WriteAhead: An Abstracts Writing 
Assistant System for Academic Writing 
(http://nlp.cs.nthu.edu.tw/writeahead) 

 Corpus 
(http://corpus.ling.sinica.edu.tw/index.html) 

















Provide Previous and 
Current Research 

 PREVIOUS RESEARCH 

 CURRENT RESEARCH 

 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 



The literature review 

 References to previous & current 
research wherever it is useful 

 References to research 

 Providing a transition between previous 
and current research 

 Arranging the order of all references 
 Chronological 

 Different approaches/models 

 General/Specific to your own 

 



Literature review 

 Achieve  address  adopt 

 Analyse   apply   argue 

 Assume  attempt  calculate  categorise 

 Carry out  choose  claim   classify 

 Collect  compare  concentrate (on) 

 Conclude  conduct  confirm  consider 

 Construct  correlate deal with  debate 

 

 



Achieve 



Compare 



Previous/Current Research 

 Define  demonstrate  describe 

 Design   detect  determine  discover 

 Discuss  enhance  establish  estimate 

 Evaluate  examine  explain  explore 

 Generate  identify  illustrate 

 Improve  incorporate  indicate 



determine 



Improve 



Previous/Current Research 

 Interpret  introduce  investigate 

 Measure  model   monitor  note 

 Observe  overcome prefer perform 

 point out  predict  present  produce 

 Propose  prove  provide  publish 

 Put forward  realise  recognise 

 Recommend  record  report  reveal 

 



perform 



Previous/Current Research 

 Revise  review  show  simulate 

 Solve  state  study 

 Support  suggest 

 Test  undertake  use  utilise 
 



suggest 



Locate a Gap to Solve 
the problems 

 LOCATE A GAP IN THE 
RESEARCH 

 DESCRIBE THE PROBLEM 
YOU WILL ADDRESS 

 PRESENT A PREDICTION 
TO BE TESTED 
 



GAP/QUESTION/PROBLEM
/CRITICISM 

 Ambiguous computationally demanding 

 Confused  deficient  doubtful  expensive 

 False  far from  perfect  ill-defined 

 Impractical  improbable  inaccurate 

 Inadequate  incapable (of) 

 Incompatible (with) incomplete 

 Inconclusive  inconsistent 

 

 



Inadequate 



inconsistent 



 …present  study.  However,  seafood  is  more  
expensive  than  other  foods  in  Taiwan… 

  ..erythrocytes  is  determined  by  comparatively  
expensive  methods  requiring  specialized  staff.   

 ..these  studies  would  be  longer  and  be  more  
expensive.     

 ..a  relatively  simple  nutrient,  relatively  non-
expensive  and  easy  to  administer,  with  
relatively  … 

 ..living  tissues  in  situ,  but  it  remains  an  
expensive  research-based  tool  [1],  while  for  
routine .. 

 ..a  relatively  simple  nutrient,  relatively  non-
expensive  and  easy  to  administer,  with  
relatively.. 



Describe the Present work 
 

 the paper itself 

 details about the methodology 

 announces the findings 
 

 



the Present work 

 What its purpose or focus is, 

 What its structure is 

 The Present Simple Tense 
 This paper is organized as follows..  

 This study focuses on..  

 The Past Simple Tense 
 The aim of this project was… 



 This paper introduces a scheme 
which solves these problems. 

 The approach we have used in 
this study aims to… 

 This study investigated the use 
of… 

 In this report we test the 
hypothesis that… 

 This paper is organized as 
follows:… 
 



Some more examples  

 This paper focuses on… 

 The purpose of this study is to 
describe and examine… 

 In order to investigate the biological 
significance… 

 In this paper we present… 

 New correlations were developed with 
excellent results… 

 In the present study we performed… 

 

 



Magnesium supplementation, metabolic and 
inflammatory markers, and global genomic 
and proteomic profiling 

 Magnesium is an essential mineral in whole grains, 
leafy green vegetables, legumes, and nuts that acts 
as a cofactor in hundreds of enzymatic reactions in 
the human body.  

 A considerable body of evidence indicates that a 
higher intake of dietary magnesium may favorably 
affect a cluster of metabolic and inflammatory 
disorders including insulin resistance (1), 
hypertension (2), dyslipidemia (3), type 2 diabetes 
(4), metabolic syndrome (5), and cardiovascular 
disease (6). 



Magnesium supplementation, metabolic and 
inflammatory markers, and global genomic 
and proteomic profiling 

 Inverse cross-sectional and prospective associations 
with intermediate metabolic biomarkers for these 
disorders, including triglycerides (3), low HDL 
cholesterol (3), fasting insulin (4), markers of 
inflammation, and endothelial dysfunction (7, 8), 
have also been reported in observational settings.  

 Experimentally, a diet low in magnesium led to 
impaired insulin secretion and glucose uptake (9, 10) 
as well as acute inflammation (11) in animal models, 
and in vitro studies suggested that the balance of 
extra- and intracellular Mg2+ in pancreatic b cells 
may be important in the regulation of insulin 
secretion (12).  

 





Magnesium supplementation, metabolic and 
inflammatory markers, and global genomic 
and proteomic profiling 

 However, the underlying molecular mechanisms for the 
observed metabolic effects of magnesium remain 
unclear.  

 Because of limited and conflicting data from 
randomized clinical trials (13–17), whether magnesium 
supplementation can be effective in improving metabolic 
and inflammatory profiles in apparently healthy 
individuals at risk of metabolic abnormalities remains 
uncertain.  

 Moreover, none of the few randomized studies have 
applied a systems-biology approach to examine the 
mechanistic effects of magnesium supplementation on 
gene expression and protein profiling. 



Magnesium supplementation, metabolic and 
inflammatory markers, and global genomic 
and proteomic profiling 

 Therefore, to comprehensively investigate 
potential biological effects of oral magnesium 
supplementation in relation to metabolic 
biomarkers and global genomic and proteomic 
profiles, we conducted a randomized, 
controlled, crossover trial in apparently 
healthy, overweight individuals. 





Introduction 

Discussion 

Methods 

Results 



Materials and Methods 
 

 Study design is selected & the 
subjects (patients, animals) to be 
studied are defined. 

 Interventions (treatment) are 
decided on in detail. 

 Measurements and other 
observations to be made. 

 Statistical procedures/limitations 
for assessment of data. 



Results 

 Overview of results 

 Viewing results 

 Key results in detail 

 Problems with results 









Sequence 
 It was apparent that a reduction in 

temperature would be a desirable 
outcome. 

 At the beginning the temperature was 
stable, as predicted. 

 The temperature increased to 49℃ and 
then dropped (but soon, later) to 30℃. 

 The temperature dropped sharply when 

we reduced the pressure. 



Frequency 
 Without exception/Always 

 Generally/Normally/Usually 

 Frequently/Often/Commonly 

 Sometimes/On some occasions 

 Rarely/Seldom 

 Barely ever/Almost never 

 Never/On no occasion 

 

 



Quantity 
 A considerable amount of residue 
remained in the pipe. (frequently--
high) 

 Barely 25 % of the residue 
remained in the pipe. (occasionally-
-low) 

 Almost all/Almost half of the 
residue remained in the pipe. 

 

 



Quantity words 

 A great deal, a few, a little, 

 Almost, approximately, below, 

 Barely, close to, easily, even (higher), 

 Far, fewer, hardly, less, marked, 

 Most, much, noticeable, over, quite, 

 Relatively, Significantly, slight, under, 

 



Size/Quantity 

 Increase: Significant, marked, plenty 

 Reduce: A few, a little, hardly, only 

 Emphasize: Extremely, well, far above 

 Similar: Approximately, nearly 

 A reluctance to commit oneself: Some, 
Reasonably, Somewhat, Quite, 
Moderate 

 



Causality 
 It appears that… 

 It can be inferred that… 

 It may be assumed that… 

 There is evidence to indicate that… 

 Apparently, there seems to be a 
tendency to .. 

 The evidence suggest that… 



Problems with results 

 It could be inferred therefore 
that may have reacted with.. 

 The results seems to indicate 
that… 

 It is apparent that this type of 
errors may be contributed by… 

 In future, care should be taken 
in… (further work is planned..) 

 



Discussion 
 The heart of the paper 

 State the interpretations and opinions, 
explain the implications of findings and 
make suggestions for future research 

 Outline and organization of discussion 

 Outline items from specific to 
general  

 Expand each item 

 Cluster map and issue tree…etc 



Discussion 
 Often begin with a brief summary of 
the main findings 

 Should answer the question stated in 
the introduction 

 Some other items commonly addressed: 
 Limitations of the study 

 Relationship to findings of other research 

 Other research needed 

 



Discussion 
 Revisiting previous sections & 
summarising key results 

 Mapping (relationship to existing 
research) 

 Achievement/Contribution refining 
the implications 

 Limitations/current and future 
work/applications 



Discussion (overall) 
 State the central conclusion from 
your data in this study – first 
paragraph 

 Provide evidence-base data from 
other papers 

 Raise viewpoints and findings from 
your interpretation of these data 
(do not over-rule) 

 Support your hypothesis or 
tentative mechanisms 

 





Conclusion 
 A default approach is to treat it as an 

extended abstract. But this is also an 
opportunity to be reflective about what 
you learned, the uncertainties remaining, 
the links to other problems, etc. 
 First paragraph: focus on what you did. 

Begin with “We have used…”, “We have 
investigated…” 

 Following paragraphs: one major finding per 
paragraph. First sentence states the finding, 
following sentences elaborate. 

 Final paragraph: should have some forward-
looking perspective. Don’t let paper finish on 
a whimper! 

 



Abstract 

 The first section read and sets the tone 
of the paper for the editor & reviewers 

 A condensed version of the manuscript 

 Objective, method and materials 

 Major observations, Result 

 Conclusion 

 Conveys only the essential information & 
Remove extra words and phrases (<160-
300 words) 

 



Abstract 

 Abstract is of course the most 
important part of the paper – many 
readers will read just that. 

 Focus on what is new - essential 
ideas, essential numbers. 

 One fact/idea per sentence. 
Everything that you would like the 
casual reader to remember should 
be there. 
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people you wish to list 

 Sometimes the place where sources 
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References 
 Functions: 

 To give credit 
 To add credibility 
 To help readers find further information 

 Importance of accuracy 
 Existence of various reference 
formats 

 Availability of citation management 
software (EndNote XIV) 



References 

 Extensive literature review & updated 

 Read recent research articles & 
reviews 

 Regarding the methodologies, cite 
original papers 

 Match the content mentioned & 
discussed in the text 

 Avoid citation of too many your owns 

 



Typical manuscript format 

 Introduction 1 page, 300 words 

 Materials      2 pages, 600 words 

 Results        2 pages, 600 words 

 Figures        1-2 pages 

 Tables        1-2 pages 

 Discussion  3-4 pages, 900-1200 words 
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投稿準備與經驗分享 

(Journals and Publication terms)   

 

 



Key Elements of Publishing 

 Ethical Issues 

 Style and language 

 Structure of paper 

 Components of paper 

 Article submission/journal selection 

 Publisher’s process/peer review 

 

 

 



Ethical Issues 

 Disclosure of Conflict of Interest 
 Acknowledgment of funding sources 
 Image manipulation guidelines 
 Online submission - supplemental information 

(datasets, videos) 
 For Health Sciences 

  Submission of a Clinical Trials to a Central    
    Registry 
  Institutional Review Board approval 
  Animal experiment approval  

 

    



Manuscript submission 

 An appropriate journal 
 Field of interest 

 Quality of paper 

 Impact factor 

 Format and style 

 Covering letter & running title 

 



Cover letter 
 The Editor-in-Chief,     April 22, 2009 
 Dear Dr. XXX : 
 The manuscript entitled “Magnesium sulfate enhances exercise 

performance and the availability of blood glucose” by Ying-Ju Chen, Shen-
Ying Chen, Ming-Fu Wang, Mei-Hsiang Hsu, Woei-Ming Liang and Fu-Chou 
Cheng is submitted as an original research communication in your journal. In 
the present study, magnesium sulfate enhances exercise performance in the 
treadmill exercise. In addition, magnesium sulfate raises blood glucose 
levels above the basal levels which may have contributed to the 
enhancement in exercise performance. This manuscript, or parts of it, has 
not been, and will not be submitted elsewhere for publication. We believe 
the paper may be of particular interest to your readers. Please let me know 
if any further information of this manuscript needed. You may contact me 
at the following address and phone number. Peace with joy! 

   
         Sincerely yours, 
   
  Fu-Chou Cheng 



On-line submission 

 Web-site and author information 
 Create a personal profile & account 
 User name and passwords 

 Personal profiles for all authors 
 Manuscript (Text + Figures + Tables) 

 Doc 
 Pdf 

 Covering letter, Copyright transfer 
(original); 3-5 Recommended reviewers 

 Confirmation PDF & submit Completion 
 



Editor’s decision 

 Journal scope and readers 

 Satisfactory distribution of topics & 
authors 

 Manuscript’s message (originality, novelty, 
significance) 

 Scientific validation and evidence 
supporting the conclusion 

 Quality of the presentation 

 Grammatical evaluation 



Publication Terminology 
  In preparation 
 Submission 

 Letter for receipt of manuscript 
 Rejected (Editor-in-Chief, A. Editor) 
 Reviewers & Reviewing process 
 Letter for reviewing results 
 Revision request 

 Re-submission (revised) 
 Accepted (Notification of acceptance) 
 Proofreading (in press) 
 Published (reprint, pdf file) 

 
 



Timing for making decision 

 Immediate rejection 

 Ask for agreement for reviewing 

 Send to reviewers 

 Ask the third reviewer 

 Making decision 

 Current status of the manuscript 



Good News  

 Unconditional acceptance 

 Acceptance with minor revision 
 Correction for spelling and grammatical 

errors 

 Improving illustration & tables 

 Eliminating unmeaningful statements 

 Shortening text or right fomat 

 



Revising manuscript 

 Read comments between the lines 

 Point-by-point responses 
 Answer to all comments 

 Answer to the point 

 Point-by-point 

 Do not be frustrated by English 
problem 



Major revision… Or,  

 Major revision 
 Similar to minor revision 
 Suggestion or comments from reviewers 
 Editor’s comments 

 Rejection? 
 Can not be accepted at the present form 
 Rejected, but encouraged to resubmit a 

new version 
 



Manuscript gets reject 

 Improper experimental design 

 Data not support the conclusion 

 Not provide new information 
(originality, novelty and significance)  

 Attitude 
 Not the end of the world 

 Re-submission ? 

 



Rebuttal or appeal for rejection 
(or revised manuscript) 

 Wrong comments from inexperienced 
referees 

 Excellent review comments but wrong 
decision from editors 

 Others 



當將你的事交託耶和華，

並倚靠他，他就必成全。 
After service 

fucheng@vghtc.gov.tw 


